5GH-WuGH-2025.000012

5 gjg&%koundmiun

Most of the articles retracted due to "irregularities with respect to
submission, authorship, and peer review" have ZERO self-citation

Up to recently, Springer Nature have retracted 59 articles due to "irregularities with respect to

submission, authorship, and peer review", "irregularities with respect to submission and
authorship", "irregularities in authorship during the submission process" and other similar
reasons. 58% (34/59) of them have zero self-citation, suggesting that "ZERO self-citation" may

be an indicator for problematic articles.

On January 11th, 2025, the 5GH Team searched on the SpringLink website with the keywords
"Retraction Note"+irregularities+authorship, and found the above-mentioned articles. More
articles may be retracted due to similar reason(s), but were not included in this analysis due to
the limitation of our search strategy.

Among the above-mentioned 59 articles, 27 articles were published or issued in 2017 or
before, according to the DOI numbers for those articles. Those articles were mostly from China
or Iran, and higher proportion (74%, 20/27) of them have zero self-citation.

Previous investigation [1] also suggests that retracted articles are more likely to have zero
self-citation. Springer Nature retracted 23 articles in 2025 (up to January 10th), 12 (52%) of
them have zero self-citation. Therefore, we should pay more caution when we evaluate an
article with zero self-citation.
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Dol Nations Self Citations
10.1007/s10971-022-05859-0 Iraq, Uzbekistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran 0%
10.1007/s42823-022-00338-6 Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iraq, Russia, Uzbekistan, Iran, Pakistan, Philippines 14%
10.1007/s00339-022-05789-2 Iraq, Iran, India, Peru 19%
10.1186/s42408-023-00236-w Korea, UK, Jordan 3.4%
10.1007/s13233-023-00113-0 Australia, Iraq, Greece, Iran, Turkey, Irag 0%
10.1186/s42408-023-00242-y Korea, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Uzbekistan, Jordan 11%
10.1007/s10708-021-10380-y Russia 0%
10.1007/s11010-021-04352-6 Russia 14%
10.1007/s11227-024-06398-x China, Pakistan 23%
10.1007/s11010-022-04533-x Kazakhstan, United Arab Emirates 0%
10.1186/s12902-024-01556-x Saudi Arabia, Iraqg, Iran 2.1%
10.1186/s42408-023-00220-4 Korea, China, Pakistan, Qatar, Korea 14%
10.1186/s42408-023-00203-5 Korea 11%
10.1007/s00339-022-05398-z Russia 6.3%
10.1007/s12666-021-02455-8 Indonesia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Russia, China, Thailand, Iraqg, India 4.3%
10.1007/s11010-021-04314-y Kazakhstan 0%
10.1007/512144-021-02598-3 Lithuania 0%
10.1007/s12666-021-02395-3 Indonesia, Iraq, Thailand, Russia, Vietnam, India 0%
10.1186/s42408-023-00216-0 Malaysia, UK, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates 14%
10.1007/s11010-022-04529-7 Ukraine, United Arab Emirates 0%
10.1186/s13287-021-02265-1 Russia, India, Germany, United States, Iran 0%
10.1186/512934-024-02355-8 Saudi Arabia, Iran, Irag 4.3%
10.1007/s10708-020-10311-3 Russia 0%
10.1038/s41598-022-22308-8 Egypt, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Peru 3.8%
10.1007/s12666-021-02267-w Indonesia, India, Iran, Russia 0%
10.1007/s12666-021-02224-7 Iraq, Russia, India, China 0%
10.1007/s12668-022-01048-z Iraq, Iran, Turkey 23%
10.1007/512144-022-03692-w Ukraine 0%
10.1038/541598-023-35659-7 China, Iraq, Iran 12%
10.1007/s10780-021-09434-4 Kazakhstan 0%
10.1007/513632-020-00625-6 India, Malaysia 11%
10.1007/s00366-020-01054-3 United States 56%
10.1007/s00432-014-1660-0 China, 0%
10.1007/s40430-017-0737-5 Switzerland, Serbia 0%
10.1007/s12035-016-9867-5 China 0%
10.1007/s12031-014-0292-9 China 3.8%
10.1007/s12035-015-9340-x China 0%
10.1007/s12035-016-9852-z China 0%
10.1007/s12035-014-9006-0 China 0%
10.1007/s12035-014-8935-y China 0%
10.1007/s12035-014-8938-8 China 3.6%
10.1007/s12035-014-8955-7 China 7.1%
10.1007/s12035-014-8823-5 China 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-4628-z Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-016-4882-8 Iran, United States 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-4726-y Iran, Germany 12%
10.1007/s13277-015-4652-z Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-3777-4 Iran, India 0%
10.1007/s13277-014-1723-5 Iran, France 2.3%
10.1007/s13277-015-4090-y Iran 0%
10.1007/s00580-015-2156-2 Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-3821-4 Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-4491-y Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-4586-5 Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-014-2515-7 Iran 7.7%
10.1007/s13277-014-2854-4 Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-3091-1 Iran, Germany 0%
10.1007/s13277-015-4140-5 Iran 0%
10.1007/s13277-014-2666-6 Iran 8.2%
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